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Fifty-Nine New Fellows Elected to the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences

Ottawa, ON – August 25, 2026 – The Canadian Academy of Health Sciences (CAHS) is pleased to announce the 
election of 59 new Fellows for 2026, recognizing a distinguished group of leaders whose collective expertise spans the 
full spectrum of health sciences in Canada.

The new Fellows represent diverse disciplines, sectors, perspectives, and regions of the country. Together, they bring 
expertise from clinical care, biomedical research, public health, health systems, Indigenous health, social sciences, 
health policy, education, and community engagement. 

“Each year, the election of new Fellows strengthens the depth and diversity of expertise within our Academy,” said Dr. 
Elham Emami, Chair of the Fellowship Committee. “The 2026 cohort reflects the remarkable breadth of Canada’s health 
sciences community and the many ways in which leadership, innovation, and service contribute to improving the 
health and well-being of Canadians.”

Election to the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences is among the highest honours in Canada’s health sciences 
community. Fellows are nominated and elected by their peers in recognition of distinguished achievements and 
sustained contributions to advancing knowledge, improving health, and shaping healthier societies.

Beyond recognition, Fellowship carries an important commitment. CAHS Fellows contribute their expertise to the 
Academy’s assessments, strategic initiatives, and public policy advice. Through this service, they help inform decision-
making, address emerging challenges, and advance the health of people and communities across Canada.

“Election to CAHS is both a recognition of exceptional achievement and a call to service,” said Dr. Jan Sargeant, 
President of CAHS. “Our Fellows contribute not only through their individual leadership and scholarship, but also 
through the collective work of the Academy. By bringing together diverse expertise and perspectives, they help 
generate the evidence, insight, and guidance needed to strengthen health and health systems in Canada.”

The 2026 Fellows join a community of distinguished leaders dedicated to advancing the health sciences and serving 
Canadians through collaboration, evidence-informed leadership, and a shared commitment to the public good.

For information on the nomination process, please visit: https://cahs-acss.ca/nominations/ 
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About CAHS
The Canadian Academy of Health Sciences brings together Canada’s top-ranked health and biomedical scientists and 
scholars to make a positive impact on the urgent health concerns of Canadians. Our Fellows, drawn from all disciplines 
across our nation’s universities, healthcare and research institutes, evaluate Canada’s most complex health challenges 
and recommend strategic, actionable solutions.

For further information or media inquiries, please contact:
Serge Buy, Chief Executive Officer | Email: sbuy@cahs-acss.ca

New Fellowship reflects the breadth, diversity, and excellence of Canada’s health sciences community
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Gina Agarwal, Professor & Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Vulnerable individuals in 
Pimary Care, Department of Family Medicine, McMaster University

Dr. Gina Agarwal is a Family Physician and Professor of Family Medicine at McMaster University, whose 
main areas of research are primary care, global health, non-communicable chronic diseases, community 
paramedicine, and health in social housing. As Canada Research Chair in Vulnerable Individuals in Primary 
Care, Agarwal’s work focuses on improving health systems for vulnerable populations by ensuring people in 
need receive appropriate care at the right time and in the right place. Her evidence-based chronic disease 
prevention programs have had significant sustainable impacts on national and global population health and 
well-being, driving health system change while promoting equity and inclusion.

Sofia Ahmed, Professor of Medicine, University of Alberta
Dr. Sofia Ahmed is an internationally recognized clinician-scientist whose research has transformed 
understanding of how sex- and gender-based factors influence cardiovascular and kidney health. Her work has 
advanced care for women and gender-diverse persons, shaped national and international clinical guidance, 
and informed policy and practice by integrating sex and gender into cardiovascular and kidney research and 
care. A dedicated mentor and academic leader, she has built interdisciplinary research capacity, championed 
partnerships with communities and people with lived and living experience, and supported the next generation 
of health researchers. Her scholarship and leadership continue to advance more equitable, inclusive, and 
individualized health care in Canada and internationally.

Cristina Amon, University Professor, Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, University 
of Toronto

Dr. Cristina Amon is University Professor, Alumni Distinguished Professor of Bioengineering, and Dean Emerita, 
Faculty of Applied Science & Engineering at the University of Toronto. During her tenure as Dean (2006-2019), 
Amon spearheaded the creation of health engineering programs and multi-institutional centres, and advanced 
diversity and inclusivity in academia.  Her research bridges engineering and medicine, including contributions 
to cardiovascular hemodynamics and in silico tissue engineering for lungs and hearts. She has been recognized 
for her leadership, scholarship and public service with numerous awards, including the Engineers Canada and 
Ontario Professional Engineers Gold Medals. She is a Member of the Order of Canada.

Daniel Ansari, Professor of Psychology & Education, Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in 
Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience & Learning, Western University

Dr. Ansari is a world leader in the examination of children’s mathematical development and individual 
differences in numerical and mathematical skills, at behavioural (cognition) and neural levels of analysis. Dr. 
Ansari’s transformative and educationally impactful research programme is paving the way for groundbreaking 
new avenues for identifying children who have difficulty with math, seeking to address these problems before 
they become lifelong barriers to success. His exemplary record of scholarly productivity has resulted in a body 
of work that impacts how researchers study children’s development of math and how teachers instruct young 
students to think mathematically in Canada and beyond.
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Armen G. Aprikian, Professor of Surgery and Oncology, McGill University; Chief of 
Oncology, McGill University Health Centre

Dr. Armen Aprikian is Professor of Surgery and Oncology at McGill University and Chief of Oncology at the 
McGill University Health Centre and its Cedars Cancer Centre.  He is a surgeon-scientist in the field of prostate 
cancer, health economics, and quality of care of urologic malignancies. He is a strong advocate for public 
awareness, patient support, and research in cancer and is a founding director of the charity Procure. He is 
actively involved in a leadership role in national and provincial organizations dedicated to oncology, was 
president of the Canadian Urology Association and is currently McGill’s Rossy Cancer Network Clinical Lead.

Sylvain Baillet, Director, Research and Innovation, University of Montreal Health Centre 
(CHUM); Director, CHUM Research Centre (CRCHUM); Professor of Neuroscience and 
Medicine, University of Montreal

A physicist and neuroscientist, Sylvain Baillet has transformed human brain imaging through pioneering 
advances in electromagnetic brain mapping with millisecond temporal resolution, the use of artificial 
intelligence to study human intelligence, open-source analytical software, and data standards. His software 
and data platforms have democratized access to advanced brain-imaging methods worldwide. His research 
deepens our mechanistic understanding of neural dynamics across brain systems and enables precision 
approaches to brain health and disease, with applications spanning epilepsy, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases, pain, stroke, psychosis, and neurorehabilitation.

Robert Beanlands, President & CEO, University of Ottawa Heart Institute

Dr. Beanlands is President and CEO of the University of Ottawa Heart Institute, former Chief of Cardiology, 
and Founding Director of the National Cardiac PET Centre. A cardiologist, clinician-scientist, and internationally 
recognized leader in cardiac imaging, he has advanced PET-based approaches to assess heart blood flow, 
metabolism, inflammation, and cardiovascular disease, now applied in more than 300,000 patients worldwide 
with the impact to benefit hundreds of thousands more as adoption continues to expand globally. His research 
informed clinical practice, health policy, and guidelines; with more than 450 publications, leadership of 
landmark multicentre trials (PARR-2 and IMAGE-HF) and translational research. Under his leadership, UOHI has 
strengthened patient-centred care, innovation, regional partnerships, and world-leading clinical and academic 
cardiovascular programs.

Steven Boyd, Professor, Department of Radiology, McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint 
Health, University of Calgary

Dr. Steven Boyd is a Professor and Rintoul Chair of Bone and Joint Health at the University of Calgary. He is 
an internationally recognized biomedical engineering scientist working in health sciences to advance medical 
imaging for prevention, detection and treatment of bone and joint disorders including osteoporosis and 
osteoarthritis. His highly cited and impactful research aims at contributing novel quantitative approaches to 
imaging that have led to new methods for osteoporosis fracture prediction and ground-breaking research 
related to musculoskeletal disorders and space travel that is recognized internationally. He co-founded and co-
leads Canada’s national Bone Health Research Network.
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Mariana Brussoni, Professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia
Dr. Mariana Brussoni is a Professor at the UBC Department of Pediatrics and School of Population and 
Public Health, and investigator at the British Columbia Children’s Hospital Research Institute, where she 
leads the Outside Play Lab. Her research catalyzed a paradigm shift in understanding childhood risk taking, 
demonstrating that managed risk in outdoor play is developmentally essential. She has influenced national 
and international guidance and policy, shaping approaches to public health, early learning, schooling, and 
neighbourhood design, expanding equitable access to outdoor and risky play and strengthening child health.

Valerie Carson, Professor and Tier I Canada Research Chair in Movement Behaviours and 
Child Health, Faculty of Kinesiology, Sport, and Recreation, University of Alberta

Dr. Carson is a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair and global leader in the study of movement behaviours, including 
physical activity, sedentary behaviour, and sleep, in the early years. She has secured more than $20 million in 
funding and published more than 240 peer-reviewed papers. Dr. Carson is consistently recognized as a Web 
of Science highly cited researcher, ranking in the top 1% in the world. Her research has influenced research, 
practice, and policy in significant ways. Notably, her work and leadership have driven fundamental changes in 
the analysis, interpretation, and promotion of integrated movement behaviours, to improve health globally.

Brian Coombes, Professor and Chair, Department of Biochemistry and Biomedical 
Sciences, McMaster University

Dr. Brian Coombes is an internationally-recognized microbiologist whose research has advanced the 
understanding of how microbial pathogens adapt within host environments and influence inflammatory 
diseases. His work has revealed mechanisms that enable bacteria to evade immune defenses, defining 
principles of pathogen evolution that shape modern views of the host–pathogen arms race. This has led to 
innovative strategies to combat antimicrobial resistance, improve host immunity, and elucidate the microbial 
mechanisms underlying inflammatory bowel disease. Through discovery science, translational innovation, and 
public health engagement, his work is advancing new approaches to infectious and inflammatory disease to 
improve the health of Canadians.

José Côté, Full Professor, Faculty of Nursing, Université de Montréal

José Côté is a Full Professor at the Faculty of Nursing at Université de Montréal, a researcher at the CHUM 
Research Centre, and a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Nursing. As the holder of the Research Chair in 
Innovative Nursing Practices (2005-2025), she has led the development and implementation of novel digital 
health approaches. Her research led to the development of the TAVIE MD concept (French acronym for 
Treatment Virtual Nurse Assistance and Teaching), digital health tools and a data warehouse to measure 
nursing care performance. Recognized for her pioneering work, leadership, and significant contributions to 
advancing knowledge, she has received more than fifteen national and international awards and honorary 
distinctions.
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Heidi Cramm, Professor and Associate Dean, Queen’s University
Dr. Cramm is internationally recognized for research leadership that has reshaped how families are 
understood, acknowledged, and supported across defence and public safety sectors, known as Garnet families. 
Her interdisciplinary research identifies the dynamic and converging lifestyle dimensions—risk, logistics, 
identities, and mobility—that shape family mental health across career and family life courses. An occupational 
therapist specializing in community development, she is a champion for the field, she leads the collaborative 
international Garnet Families Partnership, advancing collective research priorities, catalyzing research and its 
application to policy and practice, and intentionally developing research capacity to address the evolving needs 
of these families.

Margie Davenport, Christenson Professor in Active Healthy Living, University of Alberta
Dr. Margie Davenport is the Christenson Professor in Active Healthy Living within the Faculty of Kinesiology, 
Sport, and Recreation at the University of Alberta. A world-leading expert with over 200 published manuscripts, 
she chaired the landmark 2019 Canadian Guideline for Physical Activity throughout Pregnancy and the 2025 
Postpartum Guideline. Over the past decade, Dr. Davenport has partnered with global organizations including 
the WHO, IOC, FIFA, NWSL, and WTA to advance safe physical activity for pregnant and postpartum women 
worldwide. Her transformative research and advocacy continue to shape international standards for maternal 
health, sport, and exercise across preconception, pregnancy, and postpartum periods.

B. Gino Fallone, Professor and Director, Medical Physics, Oncology Department, University 
of Alberta; Director, Medical Physics Department, Cross Cancer Institute

Professor B. Gino Fallone is an internationally recognized leader in medical physics whose work has 
fundamentally transformed image-guided and adaptive radiotherapy. Over four decades, he has pioneered 
technologies that are now central to modern cancer care, including inverse treatment planning, frameless 
stereotactic radiosurgery, MRI-based radiotherapy simulation, and the world’s first integrated linear 
accelerator–MRI (linac–MRI) system. His innovations have enabled real-time visualization, AI-driven continuous 
tumor-tracked irradiation, and adaptive radiation delivery, substantially improving precision, safety, and 
clinical outcomes. Through visionary leadership, prolific scholarship, and the training of generations of clinical 
scientists, Professor Fallone has reshaped medical physics and radiation oncology.

Darcy Fehlings, Senior Clinician Scientist, Bloorview Research Institute; Professor of 
Paediatrics, University of Toronto

Dr. Darcy Fehlings is a Developmental Paediatrician and Professor in the Department of Paediatrics 
at the University of Toronto.  She is a Senior Clinician Scientist in the Bloorview Research Institute, 
Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital. As scientific lead for CP-NET, she leads a large 
translational neuroscience network focused on individuals with cerebral palsy.  Dr. Fehlings has held 
positions as the inaugural head of the University of Toronto Division of Developmental Paediatrics 
(2006-2022), and President of the American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine 
(2015). She led the American Academy for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine Care Pathways/
Clinical Practice Guidelines.
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Liane Feldman, Edward W Archibald Chair, Department of Surgery, McGill University; 
Surgeon-in-chief, McGill University Health Centre

Dr. Liane Feldman is an internationally recognized gastrointestinal surgeon, outcomes scientist, and health 
system leader whose work has transformed perioperative care. A pioneer in Enhanced Recovery After Surgery 
(ERAS), she has helped improve surgical outcomes, shorten hospital stays, and expand access to care. She has 
authored more than 350 scientific publications and has led provincial initiatives to implement evidence-based 
practices at scale. As Chair of Surgery at McGill and Surgeon-in-Chief at the McGill University Health Centre, 
she advances quality, innovation, and equity in academic medicine. Her leadership has strengthened surgical 
standards and health systems nationally and globally.

Niall D. Ferguson, Professor of Medicine, University of Toronto
Professor Niall D. Ferguson is an internationally recognised clinician-trialist in critical care medicine, with a 
focus on respiratory failure, mechanical ventilation, and extra-corporeal life support. He has helped shape 
how we define acute respiratory distress syndrome and led trials that changed clinical practice in mechanical 
ventilation. He is currently funded by multiple CIHR grants and is currently leading several international 
domains in the PRACTICAL Platform Trial. He has supervised many graduate students who are now successful 
scientists in their own right. As a healthcare leader he has tirelessly championed the importance of clinical 
research and built successful faculty research teams.

Lorenzo Ferri, Professor of Surgery and Oncology, McGill University
Lorenzo Ferri is the David Mulder Chair in Surgery, a tenured Professor of Surgery and Oncology, and director 
of the Division of Thoracic Surgery at McGill University.  Dr Ferri maintains an active research program 
investigating the mechanisms of therapy resistance in esophageal cancer and the inflammatory basis of cancer 
progression for which he is the recipient of numerous peer review grants from Canada, the United States, and 
the United Kingdom totaling over 25 million dollars.  Dr Ferri has published over 250 peer reviewed articles 
and is president of both the International Society for Diseases of the Esophagus and International Society for 
Digestive Surgery.

Edward A. Fon, Director, The Neuro (Montreal Neurological Institute-Hospital); Professor 
and Wilder Penfield Chair, McGill University

Dr. Edward Fon is Director of The Neuro (Montreal Neurological Institute-Hospital) at McGill University and the 
McGill University Health Centre–Santé Québec. A clinician-scientist and neurologist specializing in movement 
disorders, he earned his M.D. from the Université de Montréal and completed training at McGill University 
and the University of California, San Francisco. Since joining The Neuro faculty in 1999, he has held several 
leadership roles, including Scientific Director from 2015 to 2026. Named among the world’s top 1% most-
cited researchers, Dr. Fon leads internationally recognized research on Parkinson’s disease and the molecular 
mechanisms of neurodegeneration.
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E. Richard Gold, Distinguished James McGill Professor, Faculty of Law, McGill University
Professor Richard Gold is a pioneering scholar in biomedical innovation who has produced leading scholarly 
and policy work on biomedical patenting, research collaborations, international intellectual property, and 
open science. His interdisciplinary expertise spans science, law, international relations, and management. 
His research on human gene patents and research collaborations led to policy change within international 
organizations and courts in Canada and the United States. He is a co-founder of Conscience, a Canadian non-
profit supporting open science drug innovation. He is a leading figure in shaping intellectual property policy 
and breaking down disciplinary barriers, with a profound impact on biomedical innovation scholarship. 

David Granville, Professor, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, University of British 
Columbia

Dr. David Granville is a Professor in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the University 
of British Columbia and Director of the BC Professional Firefighters’ Burn and Wound Healing Laboratory. He 
is a Principal Investigator at ICORD and the UBC Centre for Heart Lung Innovation and previously served as 
Associate Dean of Research (Faculty of Medicine, UBC), and Executive Director of the Vancouver Coastal Health 
Research Institute. His research investigates the mechanisms linking tissue injury, inflammation and aging 
with impaired healing, with the goal of translating these discoveries into new therapies for wound healing 
and chronic disease. Dr. Granville co-founded viDA Therapeutics and has been recognized as a Fellow of the 
American Heart Association and a Scholar of the Royal Society of Canada.

Juliet Guichon, Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary

Dr. Juliet Guichon studies vulnerability where law, medicine, ethics and journalism intersect, and translates 
her findings into institutional and policy reform. A Professor at the University of Calgary’s Cumming School of 
Medicine, she has founded seven advocacy groups, opening twelve Catholic school districts to HPV vaccination, 
and returning fluoridation to Calgary’s water. She published Pediatric Ethics (Springer, 2019) and The Right 
to Know One’s Origins (ASP, 2013). Parliament has sought her testimony. Her honours include the Canadian 
Medical Association’s Medal of Honour and the Canadian Public Health Association’s National Public Health 
Hero Award. She graduated from Yale, Oxford and Toronto.

Mansour Haeryfar, Professor, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, Western University

Dr. Mansour Haeryfar is a Professor at Western University and a distinguished immunologist 
whose research has transformed our understanding of immune responses in health and disease. 
A leading authority on “innate-like” T cells, he has pioneered novel vaccination strategies against 
respiratory viruses, and effective experimental immunotherapies for sepsis and cancer. As President 
of the Canadian Society for Immunology, he institutionalized equity, mentorship and collaboration 
nationwide while enhancing Canada’s scientific standing worldwide. A trusted voice for science, Dr. 
Haeryfar engages global media to make research accessible, advocates for immunization against 
vaccine-preventable diseases, and promotes evidence-based public health measures to benefit all 
Canadians.
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Todd Hoare, Professor, McMaster University
Todd Hoare has made significant contributions toward developing biomaterials-based solutions to pressing 
Canadian health problems. His world-recognized work in designing hydrogels and soft nanoparticles for 
diverse applications including drug delivery, tissue regeneration, wound healing, and viscosupplementation 
has both significantly influenced academic research in his field and led to practical advances, including 
patents that have been out-licensed and/or led to the formation of start-up companies. Dr. Hoare has also 
assumed multiple mentorship roles and leadership positions in professional societies that have promoted 
interdisciplinary collaboration (in both research and training) and equitable recruitment, training, and results 
dissemination in biomaterials science and engineering.

Jennie Johnstone, Infectious Diseases Departmental Division Director & Associate 
Professor, Department of Medicine, University of Toronto; Infectious Diseases, Sinai 
Health/University Health Network; Medical Director, Infection Prevention and Control, Sinai 
Health

Dr. Johnstone is an infectious diseases clinician investigator and hospital epidemiologist who specializes 
in the prevention of hospital-acquired infections. She is an Associate Professor of Medicine and Division 
Director for Infectious Diseases at the University of Toronto. Dr. Johnstone’s research has improved infection 
prevention throughout Canadian hospitals. She held numerous key positions on provincial and national 
advisory committees during the COVID-19 pandemic. Recognized for exceptional work advising governments 
and practitioners in various healthcare settings, Dr. Johnstone will continue to safeguard the health of patients 
across the country as Chair of the Public Health Agency of Canada’s National Advisory Committee on Infection 
Control.

Aly Karsan, Professor of Pathology, University of British Columbia; Hematopathologist 
and Distinguished Scientist, BC Cancer  

Dr. Aly Karsan is an internationally recognized clinician-scientist whose groundbreaking discoveries have 
transformed understanding and treatment of blood cancers. A leader in precision oncology, he established 
Canada’s first clinically accredited next-generation sequencing laboratory, helping bring genomic medicine into 
routine patient care. His research has revealed how inflammatory and genetic mechanisms drive leukemia and 
therapy resistance, shaping new approaches to diagnosis and treatment worldwide. A dedicated mentor and 
international leader, Dr. Karsan has trained generations of scientists and clinicians and strengthened Canada’s 
global leadership in academic health sciences through innovation, collaboration, and a steadfast commitment 
to excellence and equity.

Jonathan Kimmelman, James McGill Professor, Deptartment of Equity, Ethics and Policy, 
McGill University

Jonathan Kimmelman is James McGill Professor of Bioethics at McGill University. He runs a research group, 
Studies of Translation, Ethics, Research in Medicine (STREAM) that uses various empirical and philosophical 
methods to understand the ethical, policy and scientific dynamics of developing new drugs. Kimmelman 
has served on numerous policy advisory bodies, including the World Health Organization, the U.S. National 
Academy of Medicine, and the International Society of Stem Cell Research.
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Audrey Laporte, Professor of Health Economics and Director, Institute of Health Policy, 
Management and Evaluation, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto

Audrey Laporte is Professor of Health Economics and Director of the Institute of Health Policy, Management 
and Evaluation at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto. She is Director of the Canadian 
Centre for Health Economics and served as President of the International Health Economics Association. She 
serves in several editorial roles for leading journals in her field. Professor Laporte has contributed significantly 
to the health economics and health systems research literatures. Her research has advanced the development 
of micro-economic theory and application of econometric methods to questions related to health and health 
care. 

Brian Levine, Senior Scientist, Rotman Research Institute, Baycrest Academy for Research 
and Education; Professor of Psychology and Medicine (Neurology), University of Toronto

Dr. Brian Levine is a neuropsychologist and cognitive neuroscientist whose research on the neural architecture 
of memory and executive functioning has shifted clinical perspectives. By developing objective methods to 
assess naturalistic memory and cognition settings, he has brought recognition to patients’ real-life deficits. 
His research has clarified mechanisms of remote autobiographical memory and it has refined treatment 
of impaired executive functioning, improving the lives of patients with neurological and mental health 
conditions. Dr. Levine’s extensive public engagement and leadership in health sciences has helped to translate 
fundamental neuroscience research to clinical care.

Michael Milosevic, Clinician-Scientist and Radiation Oncologist, University Health Network 
(UHN); Professor, Department of Radiation Oncology, University of Toronto

Dr. Milosevic is a clinician-scientist and radiation oncologist with internationally recognized expertise in 
gynecologic cancers. His research is focused on improving patient outcomes using advanced, image-guided 
radiotherapy in combination with biologically targeted treatments. His clinical and translational studies were 
instrumental in showing that hypoxia and the tumor microenvironment are key drivers of cancer behavior 
and treatment resistance. Dr. Milosevic is a past-President of the Canadian Association of Radiation Oncology 
(CARO) and has led numerous initiatives to strengthen and harmonize radiotherapy practice. He has mentored 
graduate students, residents and fellows who have become academic leaders in Canada and abroad.

Paul Moayyedi, Audrey Campbell Chair of Ulcerative Colitis Research, McMaster University; 
Hamilton Health Sciences

Dr Paul Moayyedi qualified in medicine from Bristol University and obtained a PhD and MPH from the 
University of Leeds, UK.  He moved to McMaster University in 2004 and was Director of the Division of 
Gastroenterology at McMaster in 2006-2017.  He holds the Audrey Campbell Chair of Ulcerative Colitis 
Research and is a previous President of the Canadian Association of Gastroenterology.  He conducted the first 
randomized trial that showed fecal microbiota transplant therapy was effective in ulcerative colitis.  He is the 
first Canadian to be Co-Editor in Chief of Gastroenterology.
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Aleixo Muise, Clinician Scientist, The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids); Professor of 
Pediatrics, Biochemistry, and IMS, University of Toronto

As the Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease, Dr. Muise investigates the 
molecular mechanisms behind severe, treatment-resistant intestinal diseases in young children. His laboratory 
integrates next-generation sequencing, patient-derived organoids, and advanced disease models to pinpoint 
the genetic drivers of these disorders which are often life-threatening. By bridging genomic discovery with 
functional analysis, his translational research program accelerates precision medicine. This comprehensive 
approach delivers faster, more accurate diagnoses, uncovers novel disease mechanisms, and drives the 
development of targeted therapies—ultimately transforming health outcomes and saving lives for pediatric 
patients globally.

Momar Ndao, Professor, Department of Medicine, McGill University; Research Institute of 
the McGill University Health Centre

Dr. Momar Ndao is an internationally recognized expert in infectious diseases and parasitology, whose 
pioneering research has advanced diagnostics, vaccine development, and drug discovery. As Professor in 
the Department of Medicine at McGill University and Director of Canada’s National Reference Centre for 
Parasitology, he leads critical innovations utilizing proteomics, metabolomics, and One Health approaches 
to combat global parasitic threats. A dedicated mentor and advocate for health equity, he has significantly 
strengthened public health preparedness and scientific capacity in Canada and internationally. His exceptional
leadership and translational research continue to shape the landscape of global health sciences.

Alexandra Papaioannou, Professor of Medicine, McMaster University; Geriatrician, 
Hamilton Health Sciences

Dr. Alexandra Papaioannou is an internationally recognized leader in geriatric medicine, osteoporosis, frailty, 
and brain health. She is Professor of Medicine at McMaster University, Executive Director of the Geras Centre 
for Aging Research at Hamilton Health Sciences, Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Geriatric Medicine and 
Healthy Aging, and Chair of the Regional Geriatric Program Central. She has advanced evidence-based care 
through research, clinical practice, and health-system innovation. Her work has shaped national guidelines, 
improved care models across hospitals, community, and long-term care. She has published 465+ peer-
reviewed papers and secured more than $96 million in research funding.

Vitor Mendes Pereira, Director of Endovascular Research & Innovation and Schroeder Chair 
in Advanced Neurovascular Interventions, St. Michael’s Hospital – Unity Health Toronto

Dr. Vitor Mendes Pereira is internationally recognized for transforming the treatment of stroke and complex 
cerebrovascular disease through pioneering advances in endovascular therapy, medical imaging, and robotic 
neurointervention. His leadership in landmark clinical trials has helped redefine global standards of stroke 
care, while his innovations in remote robotic intervention are expanding access to life-saving treatment for 
patients in rural and underserved communities. As Director of Endovascular Research and Innovation at Unity 
Health Toronto, he has built multidisciplinary programs that accelerate the translation of groundbreaking 
technologies into safer, more equitable patient care.



NEW FELLOWS 2026

Michael Petrides, Distinguished James McGill Professor, Department of Neurology and 
Neurosurgery, Montreal Neurological Institute, McGill University

Professor Petrides is a world leader in neuropsychology and cognitive neuroscience. His research is 
characterized by detailed explorations of function in relation to specific brain circuits and is widely 
acknowledged for its creative methodological approach to reveal the functional role of the various prefrontal 
cytoarchitectonic areas in the context of specific neuroanatomical circuits. His creativity is evident in the 
development of new neuropsychology tasks to examine specific functional processes following brain damage, 
such as the Self-Ordered Pointing task which examines the role of the mid-dorsolateral prefrontal cortical 
region in the executive process of monitoring information in working memory.

M. Natasha Rajah, Full Professor and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair, Department of 
Psychology, Toronto Metropolitan University

Dr. Natasha Rajah is an internationally recognized neuroscientist who studies how biological sex, menopause, 
and social determinants of health affect brain aging and dementia risk across diverse communities. She directs 
the Brain Health Equity in Aging and Memory (BHEAM) Lab, leads the Brain Resilience and Diversity in Aging 
and Dementia Collaboratory, is co-chair of the CIHR Institute of Aging Advisory Board, and serves as the EDI 
Lead for the Canadian Consortium on Neurodegeneration in Aging (CCNA).  Dr. Rajah has made significant 
contributions to our understanding of cognitive and brain aging and is passionate about advancing health 
equity in cognitive and clinical neuroscience. 

Nicole Redvers, Associate Professor and Western Research Chair, Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry, Western University; Vice President Research, The Association of 
Faculties of Medicine of Canada

Dr. Nicole Redvers is a member of the Deninu K’ue First Nation (NWT), and is a leading Indigenous global and 
planetary health scholar. She is currently an Associate Professor, Western Research Chair, and Director of 
Indigenous Planetary Health at the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at Western University; and serves 
as the VP Research at the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada. Dr. Redvers sits on several Lancet 
commissions, co-leads the health and wellbeing section of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, and is an advisory member to several technical advisory groups within the World Health 
Organization.

Julie Richardson, Professor Emeritus, School of Rehabilitation Science, McMaster University
Dr. Julie Richardson is an internationally recognized physiotherapist and epidemiologist whose   leadership 
has transformed rehabilitation in primary and community care across Canada. Her research and advocacy 
were central to integrating physiotherapists into Ontario Family Health Teams and establishing evidence-
based community programs within the YMCA for people with chronic conditions. These innovations have 
improved accessibility and enhanced patient outcomes nationwide. A respected academic leader, she 
strengthened McMaster University’s rehabilitation science curriculum and created training pathways that 
prepare clinician-scientists for dual research and clinical careers. Her sustained contributions have advanced 
rehabilitation practice, informed health policy and enhanced quality of life for diverse populations.
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Georg M. Schmölzer, Clinician Scientist, University of Alberta
Dr. Georg Schmölzer is an internationally recognized neonatologist, clinician-scientist, and Professor at the 
University of Alberta whose research has transformed neonatal resuscitation and the care of critically ill 
newborns. Through pioneering discoveries in cardiopulmonary transition, ventilation, oxygen therapy, chest 
compression, and vasopressor treatment, he has advanced international clinical guidelines and improved 
outcomes for preterm and term infants worldwide. As founder of the Centre for the Studies of Asphyxia and 
Resuscitation (CSAR) and the Neonatal Outcomes & Accelerating Clinical Trials Network of Canada (NeoCAN), 
he has strengthened Canada’s leadership in neonatal research, innovation, and clinical trials while mentoring 
the next generation of clinician-scientists.

Michael Chikong Seto, Forensic Research Director and Professor in Psychiatry, University of 
Ottawa’s Institute for Mental Health Research at The Royal

Dr. Michael Seto is a distinguished clinical forensic psychologist and researcher who has dedicated his
career to the understanding and prevention of child sexual abuse. His rigorous, innovative research has 
illuminated the complexities of sexual attraction to children and its critical role in victimization. Through 
his widely adopted measures, extensive empirical studies, and landmark books, he has established a vital 
framework for comprehending crimes committed against children both in person and online. Dr. Seto’s work 
continues to shape international government policy, diagnostic systems, and clinical practices, providing the 
essential tools necessary to help prevent child sexual abuse globally.

Jonathan Sherbino, Professor of Medicine, William J Walsh Chair in Medical Education, 
& Assistant Dean of Health Professions Education, Faculty of Health Sciences, McMaster 
University

Dr. Jonathan Sherbino is a driver for change in medical education. An internationally recognized medical 
educator and professor of medicine at McMaster University, he serves as Assistant Dean of Health Professions 
Education Research and is the William J. Walsh Chair in Medical Education. As a leading scholar in clinical 
reasoning and competency-based medical education, he has shaped national and global standards, including 
his leadership of the CanMEDS 2015 Physician Competency Framework. He is also a dedicated emergency 
physician and clinician educator. His distinctions include an Academy of Medical Educators Fellowship (UK) and 
3M National Teaching Fellowship.

Arjumand Siddiqi, Professor of Epidemiology, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University 
of Toronto

Dr. Arjumand Siddiqi is Professor of Epidemiology (Dalla Lana School of Public Health) at University of Toronto, 
where she also holds several cross-appointments, including in Public Policy and Sociology, and is a Senior 
Fellow at Massey College. She is a Senior Scientist and the Edwin S.H. Leong Chair of Child Policy Research at 
The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids) and is Adjunct Professor at Harvard University and University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. Her research explores how social policies and other societal conditions shape population 
health and health inequalities. From 2015-2025, Dr. Siddiqi held the Canada Research Chair in Population 
Health Equity.
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Faleh Tamimi, Professor, McGill University
Dr Faleh Tamimi is a professor at McGill who has held several leadership positions there, in Quebec and 
in Qatar. His translational research is focused on understanding fundamental problems and developing 
technologies (biomaterials, drugs, AI) to manage oral pathologies. He has received several recognitions such 
as the “Canada Research Chair” and the “Outstanding Research in Health” Award form Qatar University. 
According to the Elsevier-Stanford list he ranks among the top 2% of scientists in the world in both annual and 
career long rankings. His research has led to the development and commercialization of several innovative 
treatments tested in clinical trials.

Frank W. Stahnisch, Alberta Medical Foundation/Hannah Professor in the History of 
Medicine and Health Care, University of Calgary

Dr. Stahnisch is a preeminent medical historian. Combining the perspectives of cultural history with the 
science and technology studies, his work elucidates the social contexts of medical innovation, the advantages/
limitations of disciplinary organization, the interchanges of migration and knowledge transfer in health care, as 
well as the origins of integrative medicine. He has published 5 books, 25 edited collections and special issues, 
and 301 publications, and has created a leading Canadian forum for the history of medicine. His foundational 
work to document/examine the history of neuroscience, psychiatry, and public mental health translates into 
wider awareness, organizational change, and adapted practices.

Leyla Soleymani, Professor, McMaster University
Dr. Leyla Soleymani, Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Miniaturized Biomedical Devices and Dorothy Killam 
Fellow, is a world leader in biosensing and biointerfaces research. She has developed innovative technologies, 
leveraging advanced materials,  to enable rapid disease diagnosis and continuous health monitoring 
technologies for infectious disease, cancer, and metabolic disorders, and has advanced their commercialization 
to improve healthcare. In her leadership role as Associate Vice-President Research (Commercialization and 
Entrepreneurship) and her positions within international societies, she has also built institutional, regional, 
and national pathways to build multidisciplinary and multistakeholder teams and accelerate the translation of 
university research into real-world impact.

Laurel Trainor, Professor, McMaster University
Dr. Trainor, Tier 1 Canada Research Chair and Fellow, Royal Society of Canada, is internationally recognized for 
pioneering research on how music contributes to optimal development, why music moves us so profoundly, 
how we make music with others, and social and emotional benefits of musical engagement. She created the 
world’s first purpose-built research concert hall, using biosensing and motion analyses to uncover how people 
interact musically. Her research applications include developing musical interventions for premature infants; 
music therapy to reduce stress and anxiety; and improving hearing aids for live music to increase enjoyment 
and reduce social isolation in the elderly.



NEW FELLOWS 2026

Andrea Tricco, Scientist and Executive Director, Unity Health Toronto; Professor, University 
of Toronto

Dr. Andrea Tricco is a Scientist and Executive Director of the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute at St. Michael’s 
Hospital (Unity Health Toronto). She is a Professor at the University of Toronto, specializing in epidemiology 
and knowledge synthesis, and Co-Editor in Chief of the Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. Dr. Tricco holds a Tier 
1 Canada Research Chair in Knowledge Synthesis for Knowledge Users and the Keenan Chair in Health Services 
Research Leadership. Her research focuses on advancing the science of knowledge synthesis and she leads 
projects commissioned by organizations at the international (World Health Organization) and national (Health 
Canada) levels.

Alexis Turgeon, Critical Care Physician and Professor, Department of Anesthesiology and 
Critical Care Medicine, Université Laval

Dr. Alexis Turgeon is an internationally recognized critical care physician and clinical trialist whose work has 
advanced research in traumatic brain injury, a vulnerable and historically understudied patient population. 
He has led major multicenter and international clinical trials that generated high-quality, practice-changing 
evidence for the care of patients with severe brain injury. A leader in innovative and adaptive trial designs, 
he has helped modernize how complex clinical questions are studied. Through global collaborations and 
large research networks, he has brought together investigators across countries to conduct rigorous, patient-
centered studies that improve outcomes for patients with traumatic brain injury worldwide.

Neil Vasdev, Director, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) Brain Health Imaging 
Centre; Professor, University of Toronto

Dr. Neil Vasdev, Tier-1 Canada Research Chair in Radiochemistry and Medical Imaging, and Endowed Chaired 
Professor, is internationally recognized in radiopharmaceutical sciences and medical imaging. His innovative 
synthetic chemistry programs have transformed the development of radiopharmaceuticals for medical imaging 
of the living human brain using positron emission tomography. The groundbreaking radiochemical methods 
and radiopharmaceuticals he discovered have revolutionized health sciences by enabling clinical imaging 
and drug development for brain maladies including Alzheimer’s disease. His work has shaped modern PET 
radiochemistry, enabled first-in-human imaging studies, and strengthened Canada’s national and international 
capacity, including training with IDEA advocacy, in health sciences.

Valerie Verge, Distinguished Professor and Distinguished Researcher, Department of 
Anatomy, Pharmacology and Physiology; Director, Cameco MS Neuroscience Research 
Centre, University of Saskatchewan

Dr. Valerie Verge is a University of Saskatchewan Distinguished Professor and Distinguished Researcher in 
the Anatomy, Physiology and Pharmacology Department and Director of the CoM Cameco MS Neuroscience 
Research Centre. Her longstanding research program on nervous system repair has discovered strategies 
that significantly enhance the intrinsic ability of the peripheral and central nervous system to repair, including 
neurotrophins, electrical nerve stimulation and therapeutic acute intermittent hypoxia. Her many distinctions, 
especially as President and inaugural advocacy officer of the Canadian Association for Neuroscience, impact 
her roles as mentor and as an advocate for neuroscience research at local, national and international levels.
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Risini D. Weeratna, Director, Cell & Gene Therapy Challenge program, Human Health 
Therapeutics Research Centre, National Research Council Canada

Dr. Risini Weeratna is an internationally recognized leader in immunology and cancer immunotherapy 
whose work has strengthened Canada’s ability to develop and deliver advanced cell and gene therapies. 
As the Director of the National Research Council of Canada (NRC) Cell and Gene Therapy Challenge 
program, she has led national efforts to make innovative treatments more affordable and accessible to 
Canadians. Her contributions include developing made-in-Canada CAR-T therapies, advances in vaccines and 
immunotherapies, and the training of highly qualified researchers. Through leadership across academia, 
industry and government, she translates scientific discovery into tangible benefits for patients and the health 
care system.

Michael Wohl, Professor, Department of Psychology, Carleton University

Dr. Michael Wohl is a globally recognized leader in health psychology whose work has reshaped the prevention 
of gambling-related harm. By identifying the psychological drivers of addiction and pioneering the Positive Play 
framework, he has transformed responsible gambling approaches from reactive risk control to a proactive, 
strength-based public health practice. His empirically grounded interventions and measurement tools have 
informed public health policy, regulatory standards, and industry practice across Canada and internationally. 
In doing so, he has advanced scalable, evidence-based strategies that promote well-being, dignity, harm 
reduction, and more equitable health outcomes at the population level. He has published over 200 peer-
reviewed papers. To facilitate his research, he has secured over nine million dollars in funding.

Christina Wolfson, Professor, McGill University
Dr. Christina Wolfson, Professor of Medicine and of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health at 
McGill University, is a leading Canadian neuroepidemiologist. Her research has advanced the understanding of 
multiple sclerosis, dementia, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, and Parkinson’s disease, including their distribution, 
risk factors, and impact on individuals, families, and society. She is a leader in large-scale population studies, 
including the internationally recognized Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging. As founding Director of the 
endMS National Training Program, she has mentored generations of emerging MS researchers and made 
outstanding contributions to Canadian health research and public health.

Victor Yang, Professor of Neurosurgery, Western University; Neurosurgeon, University 
Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre 

Dr. Victor X.D. Yang, MD, PhD, PEng, FRCSC, is Professor of Neurosurgery and Medical Biophysics at Western 
University, a neurosurgeon at London Health Sciences Centre, and the Charles G. Drake Chair in Neurosurgery 
Research.  He also serves as Professor of Biomedical Engineering at Toronto Metropolitan University.  An 
internationally recognized clinician-scientist and engineering innovator, his research has advanced surgical 
robotics, biophotonic imaging, machine-vision-guided surgery, and neurovascular therapeutics. He has 
translated discoveries into clinical practice through multiple medical technology companies, improving patient 
care in Canada and internationally.

https://nrc.canada.ca/en/research-development/research-collaboration/programs/cell-gene-therapy-challenge-program-our-impact
https://nrc.canada.ca/en/research-development/research-collaboration/programs/cell-gene-therapy-challenge-program-our-impact


Robert Zatorre, Professor and Canada Research Chair in Auditory Cognitive Neuroscience, 
McGill University

Robert Zatorre holds the Canada Research Chair in Auditory Cognitive Neuroscience at the Montreal 
Neurological Institute of McGill University. Since the 1980s, he has studied speech and music to reveal 
fundamental principles of auditory cognition, plasticity, and emotion. His research has shown how hemispheric 
specialization, auditory–motor pathways, and reward circuits interact to shape human perception and 
learning. His monograph From Perception to Pleasure: The Neuroscience of Music and Why We Love It (Oxford 
University Press, 2024) synthesizes decades of work into a comprehensive model of how predictive responses 
in auditory cortices interact with reward pathways to generate pleasure and emotion.

Xin Zhao, Distinguished James McGill Professor, McGill University

Dr. Xin Zhao is an internationally recognized leader in animal physiology and One Health whose research has 
advanced the understanding of antimicrobial resistance, host–microbe interactions, and sustainable livestock 
health. His work has contributed to strategies for reducing antibiotic use, mitigating zoonotic disease risks, 
and improving food safety. A distinguished scholar, mentor, and scientific leader, he has received numerous 
national and international honours in recognition of his contributions. Through his research, leadership, and 
mentorship, Dr. Zhao continues to contribute to the advancement of One Health and to the training of the next 
generation of researchers.

Gang Zheng, Senior Scientist and Associate Research Director, Princess Margaret Cancer 
Centre; Professor and Canada Research Chair in Cancer Nanomedicine, University of 
Toronto

Dr. Gang Zheng is an internationally recognized scientist and leader in cancer nanomedicine. His pioneering 
research has established new approaches for cancer imaging, photodynamic therapy, and theranostics. 
He developed activatable photosensitizers that improve treatment specificity and invented porphysome 
nanotechnology, an nanoplatform that integrates cancer detection and treatment and has advanced to clinical 
evaluation. His contributions to biomimetic nanoparticle design have expanded the potential of targeted 
cancer therapies and image-guided interventions. Through discoveries that span fundamental science, 
translational research, and commercialization, Dr. Zheng has improved the prospects for precision cancer care 
and influenced the global development of nanomedicine.
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