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SCIENTISTS REMAIN HIGHLY TRUSTED, BUT …
Sin ce  t h e  p a n d e m ic , t ru s t  in  in s t it u t io n s , 
in c lu d in g  sc ie n ce , is  e ro d in g

Con fid e n ce  in  Le a d e rs  (20 23) En viron ic s
h t t p s://w w w .e n viron ic sin st it u t e .o rg /d ocs/d e fa u lt -sou rce /d e fa u lt -d ocu m e n t -

lib ra ry/co t _cove r-con fid e n ce -in -
le a d e rs5f77a 9f8 d 8 f24 68 2b 4 d b cd b 2b 552c1a 2.p d f? sfvrsn =4 a 8 5e fd 8 _0



Th e  d ig it a l in fo rm a t io n  e c o s ys t e m
h a s  ra d ic a lly a lt e re d h o w  k n o w le d g e
is p ro d u c e d , s h a re d , a n d  c o n t e s t e d



DIGITAL INFORMATION ECOSYSTEM

post eg ste .co

Alg o rit h m s  = En g a g e m e n t  > a ccu ra cy

Ch a t b o t s  a s  t ru s t e d  so u rce s  o f 
in fo rm a t io n  
Se a rc h e n g in e s  a s  a n s w e r e n g in e s



THIS ALSO IMPACT SCIENCE

Ca u lfie ld , T. (20 25). Th e  Ce rt a in t y illu sio n . Alle n  La n e .

Ou r cu rre n t  syst e m  p rio rit ize s  
QUANTITY o ve r QUALITY a n d  HYP E 
o ve r ACCURACY

• In c re a sin g  n u m b e r o f sc ie n t ific  
p u b lica t io n s

• P re d a t o ry jo u rn a ls
• AI in  p e e r re vie w s
• P re p rin t s , …
 



SCIENCE ‘HYPE’



Ag a in st  d e a t h a n d  
h o sp it a lisa t io n

Ag a in st  
o rig in a l s t ra in s

Sh o rt  d u ra t io n  o f p ro t e c t io n , 
b o o st e r d o se s  a re  n e e d e d

SCIENCE ‘HYPE’



Fo r m o re  in fo rm a t io n : h t t p s://w w w .in sp q .q c .ca /co vid -19/so n d a g e s-
a t t it u d e s-co m p o rt e m e n t s-q u e b e co is

OMICRON

EVOLUTION OF VACCINE ATTITUDES , 
QUEBEC ADULTS, 2021 -22



• Give  m o re  fa c t s  a b o u t  
va cc in e s

• Give  m o re  fa c t s  a b o u t  
va cc in e -p re ve n t a b le  
d ise a se s

• Use  p re s c rip t ive  la n g u a g e

• Use  fe a r-b a s e d  t a c t ic s

TRADITIONAL  APPROACH 



In fo rm a t io n  is  
e sse n t ia l fo r 

in fo rm e d -d e c is io n

Du b é  e t  a l. Va cc in e 33.34  (20 15)

Bu t  la c k  o f k n o w le d g e  is  
NOT t h e  m a in  d rive r o f 

va cc in e  h e sit a n cy

THE KNOWLEDGE DEFICIT GAP



Du b é  e t  a l. In t  J  o f Circu m p He a lt h (20 23)

Source :
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/covid-
19/donnees/vaccination

67%

88%

P rio rit y g ro u p  
fo r COVID-19 

va cc in a t io n  b u t  
n o  ca se s

Th e  re sid e n t ia l sch o o ls , t h e y w e re  t h e  
o n e s t o  b e  t e s t e d  w it h  n e w  va cc in e s . 

Th e y w e re  t ryin g  t o  fin ish  Cre e  p e o p le , 
In u it  p e o p le  in  re s id e n t ia ls  sch o o ls , b u t  
t h e y d id n ’t  su cce e d . Are  t h e y s t ill t ryin g  

t o  d o  t h a t ?  (In u k, m a n )

Du b é  e t  a l. An t  & Soc  (20 22)

LIVED EXPERIENCES ARE IMPORTANT

• Fo rce d  e va cu a t io n  o f In u it  w it h  
t u b e rcu lo sis  t o  sa n a t o riu m s 

• St e rilisa t io n  o f w o m e n  w it h o u t  
in fo rm e d  co n se n t

• In fe c t io u s  d ise a se s  b ro u g h t  b y 
t ra ve le rs  fro m  t h e  so u t h  



CONCLUDING REMARKS
‘FIXING’ FACTS WILL NOT FIX TRUST

Ho w  kn o w le d g e  is  p ro d u ce d , sh a re d  a n d  
co n t e st e d  in  t o d a y’s  d ig it a l e n viro n m e n t  a re  
o ft e n  ig n o re d

In t e rve n t io n s  t o  (re )b u ild  t ru st  in  sc ie n ce  s t ill 
la rg e ly o p e ra t e  o n  k n o w le d g e  d e fic it  a p p ro a ch  

La ck o f e q u it y in  h o w  b e n e fit s  (a n d  h a rm s) o f 
va cc in e /sc ie n ce  a re  d is t rib u t e d
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