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SCIENTISTS REMAIN HIGHLY TRUSTED, BUT

Since the pandem c, trust In institutions,
Including science,iseroding

Confidence in Leaders (2023) Environics
https//www.environicsinstitute.org/docs/default-source/default-document-
library/cot _cover-confidence-in-
leaders5f77a9f8d8f24682b4dbcdb2b552cla2.pdf?sfvrsn=4a85efd8 0



The digitalinformation ecosystem
has radically altered how knowledge
IS produced, shared,and contested



DIGITAL INFORMATION ECOSYSTEM

Algorithms =Engagement >accuracy

Chatbots astrusted sources of
Inform ation

Search enginesasanswerengines



THIS ALSO IMPACT SCIENCE

Ourcurrent system prioritizes

QUANTITYover QUALITYand HYPE
over ACCURACY

 Increasing number ofscientific
publications

« Predatory journals

« AlIn peerreviews

 Preprints, ...

Caulfield, T. (2025). The Certainty illusion. Allen Lane.



SCIENCE "‘HYPE’




SCIENCE "‘HYPE’
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Against
7T > originalstrains
\Against death and Short dutation of protection,

hospitalisation booster doses are needed



EVOLUTION OF VACCINE ATTITUDES ,
QUEBEC ADULTS, 2021 -22

OMICRON

attitudes-comportements-quebecois



TRADITIONAL APPROACH

e Give more facts about
vaccines

e Give more facts about
vaccine-preventable
diseases

e Use prescriptive language
e Use fear-based tactics



Inform ation iIs
essential for
INformed-decision

But lack of knowledge is
NOT the main driver of
vaccine hesitancy

Dubé et al. Vaccine 33.34 (2015)

THE KNOWLEDGE DEFICIT GAP



LIVED EXPERIENCES ARE IMPORTANT

Source :
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/covid-
19/donnees/vaccination

e Forced evacuation ofInuit with
tuberculosis to sanatoriums Priority group

e Sterilisation ofwomen without for COVID-19 67%
informed consent vaccination but 0

 Infectious diseases broughtby 1O REsEs
travelers from the south

8%
" The residential schools, they were the
onesto be tested with new vaccines.
They were trying to finish Cree people,
Inuit people in residentials schools, but
theydidn t succeed. Are they still trying
\_ todo that? Inuk, man) -/

Dubé etal Ant &Soc (2022) Dubé etal IntJofCircump Health (2023)



CONCLUDING REMARKS

‘FIXING" FACTS WILL NOT FIX TRUST

How knowledge is produced,shared and
contested in today’sdigitalenvironment are

often ignored

Interventions to (re)build trust in science still
largely operate on knowledge deficit approach

Lack ofequity in how benefits (and harms) of
vaccine/science are distributed
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