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Structured Abstract Template for a Proposed Assessment Question
The idea for an assessment may arise from a specific request from a government, a public or private foundation, other parties or from within the CAHS.  The idea for an assessment is generally formulated as one or several problems, issues or questions. The Standing Committee on Assessments (SCA) is responsible for the selection of potential assessments to be forwarded to the Board of CAHS for approval to proceed to active development. The SCA requires that an individual or group proposing a topic for a CAHS assessment formally submit the proposal in the following format (please use this form, to a maximum of 3 pages):
1.0 Question submitted by: _____________________________________________________
Contact Information:  Telephone:  ____________________     Email:   _______________________________

2.0 Exact question to be addressed (maximum of two sentences)
3.0 General description of the topic (maximum of two paragraphs)
4.0 To what extent does the existing state of knowledge allow for an assessment?
4-1. What are the science aspects central to answering the question?
4-2. What types of expertise are required on the panel to address this question?

4-3. To your knowledge, does the existing expertise reside in Canada and if so, where? Internationally?
5.0 What is the potential importance of the answer(s)?

5-1. How is the assessment important to the Canadian public policy agenda?
5-2. How is the assessment likely to be used in a non public policy context and by whom (e.g. NGOs, Professional Associations, Industry)?

5-3. What socio-economic benefits to Canadians could result from an assessment that would enable informed decision-making on the part of governments and others?
6.0 Why is this a good topic for a CAHS assessment?

6-1. What is the unique value which might be added by the CAHS relative to in-house government or consulting contracts?
6-2. Are there other groups currently considering, or potentially about to address the question?
6-3. Are there other groups the CAHS should consider partnering with to address the question?
7.0 What possible sponsors are there?

Proposals will be received by Dr. Jean Gray, Chair of the Standing Committee on Assessments 
jeangray@eastlink.ca  
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